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TEPPING aboard NSRI’s recently launched state-of-theart sea rescue craft, Donna Nicholas, on the Hout Bay
Marina for her short delivery voyage to Cape Town’s
Waterfront, I was astounded and proud to know that
this craft was built in Cape Town by Two Oceans Marine
Manufacturing.
Purpose-designed in France by Pantocarene Naval
Architects, this 14.8m long, 4.8m wide, self-righting offshore
rescue craft will be more than capable of taking on the notoriously wild waters of the Cape of Storms. She’s one of ten of
these craft that will provide sea rescue duties along the entire
South African coast.
Getting to ride aboard Donna Nicholas was the cherry on
top of my recent visit to the Two Oceans Marine’s factory in
Paarden Eiland, Cape Town, prior to reviewing the Magnum
46, which I covered in the May/June 2021 issue of SKI-BOAT
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magazine.
Going back in history, I remember fondly when I first visited Rod and Mark Delany in their factory where the Magnum
range of offshore sportfishing craft was conceived. Over time
their brand not only became entrenched in the South African
market, but also in Namibia, Moçambique, the Seychelles and
a number of other overseas destinations.
When I reviewed the Two Oceans Marine Magnum 780
way back in early 1999, it was soon after they’d purchased the
Magnum mould from Dennis Schultz of Port Alfred. The hull
had been modified and its tunnel format redesigned to enable
it to take on the very big head seas experienced off Cape
Point.
Rod Delany and Reel Magic’s owner, Dawie van der
Westhuizen, subsequently introduced me to the new
redesigned Magnum 32 in Port Elizabeth. Over the next two
decades this craft has proved to be one of the most popular
boats in its size.

Two Oceans Marine Manufacturing commenced business
in 1989 in a small wooden “Wendy house” in the Cape Town
port precinct at Paarden Eiland. By 1995 permission had been
granted to build a factory in the port to accommodate the
building of bigger craft.The port-side factory seemed to grow
exponentially, and every time I visited Two Oceans Marine it
had expanded.
When the 48ft sportfisher Big Bob was being built — at
the same time as a large live aboard power cat — an additional factory was acquired in the main Paarden Eiland area. The
major move to the current 9 500sqm factory built in 2020
consolidated both these factories in the port.
One must never forget the past, and I soon got lost paging
through the Two Oceans Marine reviews that had been run in
SKI-BOAT, from the Magnum 780 in 1999 up to the Magnum
46 in the May/June 2021 issue. The Magnum range included
23-, 25-, 28-, 32-, 36- and 46-footers, but it was the Magnum 32
in various formats that really seemed to be the model in greatest demand over the many years.
Two Oceans Marine’s extremely high level of quality and
innovation enabled it to expand its boat building capabilities
into the offshore sportfisher- and large custom power and
sailing catamaran arena, as well as the offshore rescue field.
They now build sailing and power craft up to 150ft in length,
fully fitted out and finished off to the standards of the
immensely demanding international cruising market where
the majority of these craft are being sold.

Thanks to the Covid-19 pandemic I had not visited Cape
Town for a couple of years, and when I stopped outside Two
Oceans Marine’s new factory and administration site in
Paarden Eiland I was astounded to see the magnitude of what
it has become compared to the very first factory I visited.
If I was impressed seeing it from the outside, I was totally
blown away when I viewed its interior. Looking over the
immense factory floor from the elevated admin offices, I saw
at least ten craft ranging in size from 28ft to 100ft in the
process of construction.
Having toured boat factories in USA, Spain, England and
Japan, I had a strong basis for comparison, and I can state with
great certainty that Mark Delany and his team can hold their
heads high, as they certainly are “running with the big dogs”.
I climbed over, crawled around and inspected two more
NSRI sea rescue craft which were being built, along with a
number of the large yachts/cruisers in various stages of construction, before reaching the area where the Magnum sportfishers were lined up while being worked on. Actually standing next to the basic hull of a 100ft catamaran is daunting and
provides a realistic proportional perspective of how huge
these craft are and the enormity of the work of building the
hulls and fitting them out.
A visit such as this intrigues me greatly as it gives me an
opportunity to really see how these craft come together. It
also allows me to see the full extent of what goes into these
boats before the final elegant veneer and finishes are applied
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to create the vision one sees when the craft is moored in a
marina.
Considering my own love of woodworking, strolling
through the section of the factory where all the cabinet work
and finishes are fabricated gave me great pleasure as well as
insight into how well these parts are made and the expertise
of those undertaking this work.
A further aspect that impressed me was the fastidiousness
with which work was being done and the cleanliness of the
overall workshop area.All the laminating, cutting, grinding and
woodwork must produce a vast amount of dust and debris,
yet throughout my wandering onto and into boats in various
stages of construction, it was very evident that this aspect is
taken very seriously.
Going back to 2012 when I did a series of articles covering Two Oceans Marine’s building of the 48ft sportfisher Big
Bob, it was not only the design and build that intrigued me,
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but also the way these huge craft are moved around during
construction and the way they are then extracted from the
confines of the factory building and transported to the Cape
Town docks to be launched. It’s all incredibly slick and wellmanaged.
With Mark Delany now fully at the helm of Two Oceans
Marine Manufacturing and Rod semi-retired and living at
Knysna, this family business has climbed an enormous mountain to attain the capabilities, knowhow and international
renown of the craft they produce.Their success must be highly lauded, and those of us associated with boats and boating
here in South Africa can be extremely proud of the heights
Two Oceans Marine have reached to attain the international
acclaim they have.
The accompanying photographs speak louder than my
words in exhibiting just what is achieved in the Two Oceans
Marine factory here in Cape Town, South Africa.

